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1. The attached memorandum presents a perspective on the 
current conflict in Sri Lanka which may contain some possible 
talking points for the visit of Rajiv Gandhi and Indian 
government officials to the United States. 


2. The memorandum was drafted by 


specialist in geography and demography, who is working under 
contract in OGI during 1985. It reflects his special interests 


in Sri Lanka 
basic line o£ research: 
instability. 


as well as his more 


the relat ionship of demography and 
He can be reach ed on if you would like to 

discuss the subject further. 
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CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA: DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS 

Summary 


The present "ethnic" strife in Sri Lanka is rooted in 
sseveral demographic factors which have not been taken into 

th"rToreT nt ^ CUrr9nt r * oni * the"insurgency° 

«^n fho A H f tS u a PP reciatlon an< 3 recognition of these factors 
on the part of the Sri Lankan and Indian governments could leld 

d?sgn^t? PP ' r ° aCheS tHat mi ght redUCe tha »asis ?or ° UW ^ 


Two different spurts of population growth occurred in 

" p wS ; 3 

approximately tw’S^Sei-lSt^iS'thS* The s d 
spurt, in the mid-60's, occurred in the Dry Zone--^ are! d 

a |°|pfdea^ ratJs^Tg^u^irthf l«e s? UP ?!u S !pu« rtility 

initial SinhalJle "bulge"'"Sa^b 1 * 8 that peaked ar ound 1982. The 
approximately two decales later'i““!“«? y W 7iiVi! U £h?Tth 
insurgents were Sinhalese between the ages of ?7 anS « 1C \f he 
second bulge can be correlsh^ Zu 9 1 17 , and 25 - The 

Dry^Zone. Ta just^as t fh T ^ bee " ~"«n^”«liSively n S-Se° h 

associated°with ^^niTS^Mad^r^'t^iaSll^bu^e^ 1886 
associated with t he current insurgency will wane in time. 


the railitary S and°university t admissions ate ff 9a i" St Tamil y ° Uths 
to favoritism shown TamnTdur?™ B??t^h rT " 0t °^ Y reacti °" 
Tamil insurgency, but also a^dee?-s«tidfe«TfT!eT»i? rr * nt 

dependent on support from Sinhalese’ Buddhi 1 heavil X 

take other than a "hard line" position J the ?amU * CannDt 
insurgents. Yet the government lack<^ tho mi * 7f 1 , 

with the insurgency. in this situation t-h 1 f rY ^ orce to deal 
dominant force 9 in South Asia maj Se Se'keJ^futCre 1 “ 33 the 
developments. If India could address fho L h i uture 

in demographic factors and trends_and t-ho^o- em aS *.u ne roo * :ed 

institutions and employment opportunities ih^nro 3 h ? Y ? lace ° n 
peaceful settlement might increase ~ Prospect s for a 
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Roots of the Conflict 


- ajMhis; ^f- ka . s 

where^th^ ^k^k^^^^Q^aphic^ituatToi^withinHsouth^sia 1 ^ ^ 

i,^xo“TSS“ l 

invaders £ ?or?„ C d S i: 9 ?; i ^^Ss l0 a h „ W tL g e r^ U a a “Ln n rr d U e n c ?rnr m ‘ 1 

1 ^a^n^rov^- - irs- FJsrxssitfk 

^nnTul^r B Atliri u il p Tn iST'SSy'S'tftil show V he 
British brought the entire island under control? the^smU^ th ® 
flourished. The existence of Tamil communities in India q n .,rh 

“2S^L t 2l„22r2rj2 1 1 2“^ k ; r !L^t Empl F 

result that Tamila^c^S Si“Kj{ ^rv^a^^ th# 

Sit^British f ThS Crushin 9 of Sinhalese independence combined 

reinforce ^nha^^^r^ 0 " 9 ^! the Tamils c ° uld not fail to 
oppressed. feelings o f being outnumbered and 


ssssr S^S’isSsHri-S ET 

SppreSId min^itv InTtu actions have made the Tamils an 
current insurgency. ese younge r Tamils that has fueled the 


Geo-demog raphic Regions and Insurgency 

Sri Lanka is divided into twn pu m ,n , . 

important implications for the demograph^ o/thp 3 ^ 1 ^ haVS had 
north and east of the country, the area sought by Tamil 7 * ThS 
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insurgents for an independent state, is a nart- r>f cv-i i . 

7 o nS * Jh 8 southwest ' dominated by the Sinhalese, is the Wet** ** 
Zone. The rate of population growth in the Wet Zone reached it* 
maximum level before World War II. m much of the Dry Zone bv 
contrast, population growth remained slow until 1045 Y and d { d Y 
peak until the mid-60's. and dld not 

zone experienced 

T 946 Ci and a thl¥ J S e ^' U "^ Y ^^ hn «TOh*!JS?l 

the suppressing effect of malar^X^ L«Uity. 


?o P u U ^adu £ ^ P S a ^°eVer°“^; Zl ^d“fl9 7 ll d 

?9?2 a ° e ^oth D fhe Z ?r " bUl r”u 0£ yOUnfl adults Peaking ^around ^ 

Sith C e“r Were aSS ° d£i,a ® d «ith ma refrofJhe ISuJ' rath^a ® 8 

: S ile the -ntafned^ny Tamil- 

"spurts-'orSr^th^'eth^L 6 !^? T » d »^ associa tion between 


... The ! nit f al Sinhalese-dominated "bulqe" can be a^nni^oa 
earJy 3 !”^," ^^tgenoy approxtaately two^ecades later f^the 

exclusively Jo Jl and thelr aotlvit y »« confined almost 
wii . h . h y to th ? Wet Zone « The second bulge can be correlafpd 
current insurgency which includes Tamil vouths and 
been confined exclusively to the Dry Zone. Y S * nd h . as 


Both insurrections appear to be rpl^t-Pd a u . , . 

youths and young adults to find positions in the society 1 The° f 

unTvJrsmes VT 9 see \ in Pemployment or admission to^he 

universities was large relative to the abilifv of -inct-i'*- 4 -* 
absorb them, but the structure of the socie ?al n h ° nS . t0 

role. The Sinhalese insurrection occurred at pla i; ed a ma Jor 

SKL^ull r r idUal ^^-%^m\ t he a ir tl :tatu h s n uL a e^ 1S 

in elite secondary schools^^nd^n^the^prestigi^ut' 
proportion to their actual numbers. The Tamil insurnonpu h of 
occurred at a juncture when anti-Tamil legislation and n ni 
severely affected the ability of younger Tamils ?o Jht pollc y has 
employment or admission to the universtties 910 
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Implications 


Just as the demographic pressure fueling the Sinhalese 
insurrection in the early 1970's faded, so the Tamil "bulqe" 
associated with the current insurgency will wane in time The 
present conflict between the Tamils aid the Sinhalesej hiwever 
threatens to engulf increasingly large segments of the 

i^ 1983 1 °^tenti°f, an a 1 ' Ta - 11 rl ° tS ' SUCh as spurred in Colombo 
1983, potentially draw into the conflict Wet Zone Tamils nni- 

part of the demographic “bulge.» Passions have been ISammSd to 

^oK P K?' nt “ here the government, dependent on Sinhalese suooort 
p obably cannot take any action other than a "hard-line" position 
against the Tamils but Colombo lacks th e military forSe to pit 
down the insurgency. I y J - urc ' e co P ut 


Indiaf^polic^ha^beJn^ambivalent? X Hi ’ 

cannot appear to ignore the sentiments of the of 45 million 
Tamils living in South India and on the other, the spectre of a 
Tamil separatist movement cannot fail to make polcy-makers in New 

than ^rLa^fr 6 Indla fa ? SS 3 mUCh greater Potential threat 
than Sri Lanka from regionalized minority groups. I— 


ahn .f settlement managed by New Delhi would be contingent on the 

° f the Gaadhi government to defuse the hostility between 

India afr? S, 'i ThlS u WlU n0t be easy because the Sinhalese view 
India as a Tamil spokesman. Thus, an understanding of the 

factor 9 in 1 th^ nd ® COnomic roots of the conflict becomes a crucial 
factor in the outcome. if India could "sell" non-ethnic factors 

addr^°°fh CaUS *' and convince the government of Sri Lanka to*^ 

woiid inirii?e X 3 ' ~ ^ * Peaceful settlement 
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Relationship Between Fertility and Insurrection 


Total fertility 
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Source: UNFPA (Trends extracted from annual estimates) 
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Figure 4 
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